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TOPICS AND EVENTS GIVEN MAJOR ATTENTION 27 MARCH - 2 APRIL 1972

Moscow (2742 items)

Peking (1392 items)

AUCCTU 15th Congress (47%) 13% Domestic Issues (31%) 34z
[Brezhnev Speech (26%) 8%] [Hsieh Tu-chih's (-=) 5%)
CPSU 24th Congress (-=) 12% Death
Anniversary Indochina (35%) 30%
China (4%) 5% [Paris Talks (--) 12%]
Middle East (5%) 47 Suspension
* Ver.us 8 Launching (-=) 4% [FUNK Anniversary (23%) 8%)
Indochina %) 3% [POW Week in U.S. (=-=) 5%]
[Paris Talks (--) 1%] [DRV National (-=) 37%]
Suspension Assembly Session
Finnish CP Congress (--) 2% Maltese Prime Minister (-=) 47
Polish Elections (0.1%2) 2% in PRC
Egyptian Government (3%2) 3%

Delegation in PRC

These statistics are based on the voicecast commentary output of the Moscow and
Peking domestic une! international radio services. The term “commentary” is used
to denote the lengihy item—radio talk, speech, press article or editorial, govern-
ment or party statement, or diplomatic note. Items of extensive reportage are

counted as commentaries.

Figures In paretitheses indicate volume of comment during the preceding week,

Toples and events given major attention in terms of volume are not always
discussed in the body of the Trends. Some may have been covered in prior issues;
in other cases the propaganda content may be routine or of minor significunce.
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INDOCHINA

Hanoi and Front media waited until 3 April to acknowledge the
massive scope of the communist offensive below the demilitarized
zone (DMZ) which began on 30 March. Reviewing the first five
days of the "big offensive," the media claimed that 6,500 allied
troops had been put out of action. Editorials publiched in the
Hanoi press on 4 April acclaim "victories" in the fighting in
Quang Tri and maintain that the communists are in a new
advantageous position. Press articles in the papers on the 5th
stress that the'disintegration'of Saigon's armed forces
demonstrates failure of the Vietnamization policy.

A 5 April editorial in NHAN DAN assails the United States for
brandishing the threat of "massive vetaliatory air strikes"
against the DRV in the face of the "powerful attacks'" of the
"People's Liberation Armed Forces." Recent U.S. air strikes
have prompted a flurry of protests at the routine level of the
DRV Foreign Ministry spokesman. And Hanoi claims to have downed
two B-52's, one on 2 April and one on the 4th.

Hanoi and the Front have continued to assail the 23 March U.S.
action in indefinitely suspending the weekly Paris session.
Foreign Minister Nguyen Duy Trinh, in his diplomatic report to
the DRV National Assembly session, complained that barely two
months after it had announced the "so-called" eight-point peace
plan, the Nixon Administration "brazenly declared the indefinite
suspension" of the Paris talks.

Peking issued a foreign ministry statement on 31 March denouncing
the U.S. suspension of the Paris talks and containing che first
offivcial Chinese attack on the Nixon Administration by name.since
the.President's trip. But while sharpening its criticism of the
United.States, Peking did not take the occasion to reaffirm its
support for the Vietnam war effort. Peking's coverage of .the.
communist offensive in Vietnam has consisted of NCNA reports on the
"fierce attacks" launched 'y the communists and accounts of the

4 April Hanol editorials.

Moscow continues to dencunce the United States' suspension of its
participation in the weekly Paris talks with minimal routine comment
and, unlike Peking, has issued no official statement. Moscow has
publicized the current communist offensive chiefly in news reports,
with scant comment at the routine level.

DRV, FRONT HAIL ACHIEVEMENTS IN “BIG OFFENSIVE" SOUTH OF DMZ

Hanoi and Front media initially referred to the fighting in Quang
Tri only in cryptic battle r:ports, beginning on 31 March, which
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noted that many positions were being attacked. The extent of
the fighting was first acknowledged on 3 April in a lengthy
report on the action since 30 March which lzbeled the attacks

a "big offensive" and tallied alleged allied losses in the
first five days. This report, carried in both Hanoi and Front
media, claimed that nearly 5,500 allied troops were "wiped out"
and more than 1,000 captured; it said 13 positions were razed,
45 aircraft shot down or destroyed, and 100 tanks or armored
cars captured or destroyed.*

The 3 April report on the fighting noted that the offensive

was launched against positions along Highways 9 and 1 and that
it began with heavy artillery attacks, followed by "simultaneous
and powerful assaults" on many positions by infantry and
armored units. Five ARVN brigades, regiments, and armored
squadrons were listed as having been put out of action or
"decimated." Most notably, the report claimed that on 2 April
"the bulk" of the 56th Regiment of the ARVN 3d Division,
including the commander and deputy commander and many officers,
"revolted and crossed over to the people."

The report on the fighting also said that there was a "people's
uprising," that many militia units and all the popular defense
forces defected, and that 100,000 people in "concentration
camps''--presumably refugee camps--"rose up to .cize control."”
A 4 April Front commentary, which describes the Quang Tri
"victories" as "strategically significant," claims that the.
"uprising" of the people in the Quang Tri-Thua Thien area "hag
become a sharp offensive prong which caused the disintegration
of the bulk of the enemy local military strength, including
dozens of 'civil guard' companlies and hundreds of 'popular .
defense! platoons." The commentary, carried by LPA and
Liberation Radio, alleges that "tens of thousands'" of people.
in Cam Lo and Gio Linh districts rose up simultaneously,
surrounded.enemy posts, smashed the enemy coercive machine,"
calied on Saigon troops to revolt, and joined the ELAF.

* During the Lam Son 719 operation last year the communist
tally of alleged allied troop losses topped 6,500 only after
about a month of fighting. Total allied troop losses in the
Lam Sou. operation in Laos and South Vietnam, according to the
communist figures, amounted to almost 23,000 men. At the time
of the nationwide Tet offensive in 1968, the commuaisis
claimed to have "wiped out" 50,000 alliel troops in the first
six days of attacks.
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NYAN DAN's 4 April editorial hails achievements in the fighting
in. South. Vietnam and echoes recent Hanoil discussions of the
military. situation* in its optimistic assertion that '"the balance
of forces has now changed; we are strong while the enemy is
-weak. We have the initiative while he is on the defensive.

We. are.on the upswing while he is declining." The QUAN DOI

NHAN DAN editorial of the 4th suggests the attacks to date are

an opening stage of an offensive when it praises the "great,
initial victories" on the Tri-Thien battlefront.

IMPACT ON ARWN, Hanoi and Front propaganda uniformly portrays
VIETNAMIZATION the Quang Tri offensive as a major blow to
Vietnamization and claims that the fighting

demonstrates the inability of the ARVN to perform as the
backboune. of Vietnamization. Sarcastically alluding to President
Nixon's 24 .March press conference, the 4 April QUAN DOI NHAN DAN
editorial--as carried by VNA--agserts that the South Vietnamese
lines "have not only 'bent,' as Nixon has had the foresight

to pradict; they have, in fact, been broken through and smashed
by chunks."” Hanoi radio reported the editorial as claiming that
the. ARVN 3d Division was ''routed," and the VNA press review--
-but no other available version--says the editorial also observes
- that the ARVN is "disintegrating even faster than it did in
southern Laos last year."

The alleged defection of the 3d Division's 56th.Regiment is
highlighted throughout Hanci and Front comment on the. fighting
-and 1is characterized in the QUAN DOI NHAN DAN editorial as
"unprecedented." The "disintegration' of the ARVN is. discussed
in 5 April.articles in both NHAN DAN and QUAN DOI NHAN DAN,
.with. the army paper again stressing the significance of the
56th Regiment's "antiwar action" and explaining that although
such. actions have occurred in the past, there has never .been
.one. involving .so many officers and men. The example of the
56th Regiment.is al .0 cited in a 4 April appeal for defections,
issued by the Tri~thien front PLAF coumand and broadcast by

* Claims that the communists' military position had improved
were made by DRV Defense Minister Vo Nguyen Giap and other
leaders in speeches at the 20-25 March meeting of the DRV
National Assembly, and this theme was the focus of a.24 March
article by the military commentator 'Chien Thang' (Victor)
which stressed the importance of using the regular forces to .
launch major attacks. See the 29 March TRENDS, pages 8-l1.
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Liheration Radio, which claims that "compatriots and patriotic
troops in all places are rising and coordinating with the
liberation armed forces in annihilating the enemy and liberating
the country."

Several commentaries recall the PRG's 10-point statement of
policies toward elements associated with the Saigon government,
released on 25 January, which reiterated the communists'
long-standing policy of welcoming defectors.* The.5 April

NHAN DAN coumentary on the ARVN reaffirms many of the points

in the PRG's statement and maintains that these policies have
"exerted a deep and broad influence on the majority of the
Saigon army men and all strata of our people in the South."

It claims that, as a result, some 70,000 military personnel
have deserted in Nam Bo (the southern part of South Vietnam)
and. some 40,000 in central Trung Bo (the northern portion

.of the.country.) In urging further defections, NHAN DAN
stresses the unity of interests among Vietnamese, even asserting
that. the "majority" of people in the Saigon army and
administration are "men of conscience" who "know more clearly
than. anyone the U.S.-Thieu clique's barbarous crimes and the
rottenness of its barbarous regime." This line was anticipated
last December in a speech on the NFLSV anniversary by Front .
Chairman Nguyen Huu Tho, who maintained that "among the
Vietnamese people, except for a handful of warlike and dictatorial
people.in the Thieu clique, everything can pe discussed and
settled.on the basis of national concord, so that the war may
soon be ended and peace restored . . . ."

HANOI PROTESTS AIR STRIKES OVER DRV, CLAIMS TWO B-52’S DOWNED

Recent U.S. strikes in the demilitarized zone have been protesgted
in a series of statements by the DRV Foreign Ministry spokesman.
But judging from the VNA account, the attacks were not mentioned
in.the 5 April NHAN DAM editorial, which decried the notion that
U.S. bombing of the North might be renewed in retaliation for

the communist offensive in South Vietnam. The editorial, which
also. dismissed as "an illusion" the possibility that air power
can "stall the march" of the "resistance," came on the heels of
a.4 April Hanoi report citing Westerr press speculation about
retaliatory air strikes.

* The 10-point statement is discussed in the 2 February TRENDS,
pages 21-23.

CONFIDENTIAL
Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300050014-5




Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300050014-5

CONFIDENTIAL FBIS TRENDS
5 APRIL 1372

-5 -

The latest of the foreign ministry spokesman's protests, on

.4 April,. charged that on 2-3 April U.S. planes struck "a

number. of populated areas in Vinh Linh special zone' and that
..U.S. warships shelled several villages '"north of the 1l7th
.parallel.!" The statement reiterated the claim, first made

in a Hanoi radio broadcast on 2 April, that a B-52 had been

downed over Vinh Linh that day. On the 5th Hanoi claimed that

another B-52 had been downed the preceding day over the same

area. These, along with three.planes said to be downed on

1 April.over Vinh Linh, brought Hanoi's tally of U.S. planes

downed over the North to 3,451, VNA on the 5th also carried

a detalled account .of the alleged 2 April B=-52 downing,

describing. the use of radar to track the plane and of missiles

to shoot it down.*

The 4 April foreign ministry spokesman's protest used somevhat
stronger. language than other recent protests when it said that
the Vietnamese people "are determined to punish.the U.S,
imperialists. properly” and "crush all their military adventures."
The spokesman added. that the foreign ministry '"sternly condemns
these grave acts" and "resolutely demands that the United States
immediately.and definitely stop all acts of encroachment on

DRV sovereignty and security."

Earlier.foreign ministry.spokesman's statements--on 2 April, .
31 March, and 24 March--also focused on allegad strikes in the
DMZ but.condemned them as "acts of war'" and did not characterize
them. as .""grave" as the protest on the 4th did. The 2 April
protest .condemned U.S. air and naval strikes on that day.
against. "Vinh Tan and Vinh Giang villages inside the DMZ on.
.DRV territory." The statement on 31 March denounced "recent
acts of war of the U.S." from 27 to 30 March, charging that
U.S. dartillery south of the DMZ and warships off the coast had
fired on.several villages north of the 17th parallel. And the
spokesman on the 24th charged that U.S. artillery south of the

* Hanoi hias claimed to have downed B-52's on seven occasions
prior to the current period, but this is the first time it has
directly attributed a downing to the use of missiles., The
last such alleged dowiing, on 17 March 1971, was said to have
been the result of "multilevel and widespread antialrcraft
fire." (See the TRENDS of 24 March 1971, page 12.) All .of
Hanoi's claims to have downed B~52's have been dentied by U.S.
spokesmen.
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DMZ had shelled Vinh Son, Vinh Thanh, and Vinh Giang villages
"inside.the DMZ on DRV territory." It also claimed ihat U.S.

planes "attacked a number of places in Quang Binh Province on
23 March."

U.S, action against the North prompted comment from.the military
paper. QUAN. DOI NHAN DAN. and. from Hanoi radio in addition to.

the standard protests. A QUAN DOI NHAN DAN.commentary on.the
3d, setting the tc~e of the comment, charged.that .the U.S.
"frenzied war acts" are intended to "pressure" the armed forces,
""dampen" their fighting spirit, .raise the "sagging.morale" of
the 'mercenaries" in the South, and improve the battlefield.
situation to allow Vietnamizacion to proceed. .Charging the
"Nixon clique" with being as "stubborn and bellicose as. ever,"
the paper also condemned the United States fur "sabotaging the
Paris conference" and said the "Nixon clique" is "clamoring for
a massive retaliatory air strike" against the North. The
commentary.concluded with the stock warning .that .''the more
stubbornly the Nixon clique expands the aggressive war and the
more frenziedly it embarks on its military adventures, the more
humiliating.setbacks it will suffer, and finally it will be
totally defeated."

Propaganda on the U.S. strikes uniformly praised the Vinh Linh
.people and .armed forces for "heightening their vigilance" to
fight . well and be combat-ready, and an editorlal in QUAN DOI
NHAN DAN .on .1 April was .devoted .to lauding the.forces in .the
southern part of the DRV--the 4th Military Region--as the "steel
net of the North." The editorial asserted that "the offensive
position of our army and people is at present undergoing new
developments" and added that "the 4th Military Regiou is bringing.
its strength to the service of the front and is also ready to
defeat all the U.S. aggressors' acts of war."

AIR FORCE ANNIVERSARY The seventh anniversary of Vietnam
People's Air Force (VPAF) Tradition
Day was observed on 3 April in Hanoi radio broadcasts summarizing
the VPAF's achievements and current activities. The .anniversary
comment recalled "the first.feat of arms" of the VPAF, on
3 April 1965, when two U.S. planes were downed. by MIG's over
North Vietnam. The occasion has been noted over the years in a
variety of ways. Editorials commemorated the event in 1966,
1968, 1969, and 1970,
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DRV FOREIGN MINISTER SCORES PARIS "SABOTAGE,” LAUDS DIPLOMACY

Hanoi radio on 30 and 31 March broadcast in installments Foreign
Minister Nguyen Duy Trinh's diplomatic report at the second
session of the DRV's Fourth National Assembly, held from 20 to

25 March., While the media reported that Premier Pham Van Dong
delivered his political report to the session on the 20th,* the
date of Trinh's report has never been specified. After assailing
the U.S. Vietnamization policy, Trinh said that the United States
"had remained very stubborn” at the Paris talks. In the course
of reviewing communist initiatives for a peace settlement since
the 8 May 1969 10-point proposal, he said cryptically that the
diplomatic offensive was continued in 1971 when on 26 June the
DRV "put forth its nine-point solution and on 1 July the PRG put
forth its seven-point solution." In subsequently castigating the
President for "unilaterally publicizing the contents" of private
U.S.-DRV meetings, he did not directly acknowledge that the nine-
point proposal was involved.

Trinh prefaced his reference to private U.S.-DRV meetings with a
reiteration of Hanoi's line that the important thing is the
substance of negotiations, not the forum, and that the DRV had
acceded to the U.S. request for private meetings with the PRG's
"complete agreement." The foreign minister claimed tc see "more
proof of the Nixon Administration's stubbornness and perfidy" in
the scenario since 25 January. Condemning the revelations about
the private talks, Trinh saild that while the President announced
the U.S. "so-called" eight-point peace plan, "barely two months
later the Administration brazenly declared an indefinite
suspension of the Faris talks.”" In language similar to that of
the DRV Foreign Ministry statement of 28 March, he said "these
acts undermine talks between the United States and the DRV" and
added: '"yet the President said he intended to move the talks
off dead center."

At the same time that Hanoi was publicizing Trinh's speech, other
DRV comment continued to castigate the U.S. delegation’s
announcement at the 23 March Paris session that it would agree

to meet when there was an indication that serious negotiations
could take place. The media reported that Xuan Thuy and Mme.

Binh met separately with French Foreign Minister Maurice Schumann,
on 30 and 31 March respectively. The VNA accounts of both meetings

* See the TRENDS of 29 March 1972, pages 5-7.
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cited the communist leaders as "condemning" the President's
decision and reported Schumann as having expressed his regret

at the suspension of the talks. The report on the meeting with
Xuan Thuy--carried by VNA on the 3lst--additionally quoted
Schumann as saying that "current events continue to substantiate
General de Gaulle's speech made in Phnom Penh [on 1 September
1966], and that is the reason why the French Government is
pursuing and will pursue the application of the principles
enunciated in that speech."

VNA and LPA on 5 April reported the proposals made the day

before by both the DRV and PRG delegations in Paris that the
148th session be held on the 6th "at the usual time." Vietnamese
communist media have not been heard to report that Ambassador
Porter is in the United States for consultations.

TRINH ON BIG In his diplomatic report to the National
POWER RELATIONS Assembly, Trinh was critical of U.S. policy
and the President in broad terms as well as
in the specific context of negotiations. Thus, he said that "all
the deceptive statements and perfidious maneuvers of President
Nixon cannot conceal tke aggressive nature of U.S. imperialism."
And he repeated the stock line that "U.S. imperialism has been
and remains the number one and most dangerous enemy of all
nations." There was no indication that these remarks were made
with the President's recent China visit in mind, and Trinh in
fact scemed to profess satisfaction with the present situation.
Declaring that "we are very glad to see that our international
activities in 1971 achieved great results in every respect,"
he sgaid:

The U.S. imperialists have tried to split the socialist
countries and separate our country from them to escape
their difficulties and serve Vietnamization and the Nixon
Doctrine in Indochina. Although the international
situation is complex, the socialist countries continued
to support our people's policies, their objectives and
their determination to fight, to support the PRG's seven-
point solution and the two key problems that were
clarified, and have given our people great, valuable,

and effective military and economic assistance so that

we can completely defeat the U.S. aggressors and restore
and develop the economy of the socialist North.

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300050014-5




Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300050014-5

CONFTDENTLAL FBIS TRENDS
5 APRIL 1972

-9 -

In a later pagsage Trinh did refer to the Nixon Administration's
"porfidious" political activities and diplomatic maneuvers in
order to carry out Lts scheme to weaken Indochinese solidarity
and "to limlt the support and assistance given by the soclalist
camp, + . ." He went on to declare that "our motto" is to
perdlst I[n the line of independence and self-reliance of the
party and state and "unceasingly strengthen solidarity with the
Soviet Unfon, China and the other socialist cour*ries. , . ."

While Trinh was circumspect about the relations among the big
powers, Front propaganda as late as 31 March continued to quote,
without attribution, frow the Sino-U.S. communique and from the
President's speeches in China.* Moreover, an article in the
March lssue of HOC TAP--which of course would have been written
betore Trinh's speech--paralleled earlier Hanoi press comment,
beginning on 3 March, in its jibes at Sino-U.S. relations. Trinh's
report now is similar in tone to his major article in the October
issue of HOC TAP. The article had seemed to point up the fact
that the DRV leaders had made a decision to end their vitriolic
July-August propaganda diatribe against Peking. It contained
pointed references to the "correct' nature of the DRV's
diplonatic line, but it stressed that the continued aid and
support from the "brotherly socialist countries" was a "heavy
blow" at U.S. attempts "to sow discord between our country and
the brotherly courtries."

* An explicit mention of the President's China trip appeared in
a 23 March Hanoi broadcast in English for American servicemen in
South Vietnam. Presenting excerpts of a purported interview with
a POW, Captain James Dickerson Cutter, the broadcast quoted
Cutter as saying "I was hoping with the peace talks and with
Nixon's--President Nixon's visit to China . . . possibly the war
would be over." The only known explicit reference to the
President's trip in Hanoi domestic media was in the November
i1ssue of a journal of the Propaganda and Training Department,
THOL SU PHO THONG (CURRENT EVENTS.) Also in November, an
English-language Front transmission had cited an American's
reference to the visit,
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PRC FOREIGN MINISTRY ASSAILS U.S. SUSFENSION OF PARIS TALKS

Reacting to the U,S. suspension of the Paris Vietnam talks,
Peking lssued a foreign ministry statement on 31 March containing
the first official attack on the Nixon Administration by name
since the President's China visit and questioning Washington's
interest in a negotiated settlement. But while sharpening its
criticism of the United States, Peking did not take the occasion
to reaffirm its support for the Vietnam war effort as such,

The Chinese statement, seconding foreign ministry statements
issued by the DRV and the PRG on 28 and 29 March respectively,
represents the third official criticism of Washington's Indochina
policies since the President's visit to Peking. On 16 March a
PRC Foreign Ministry spokesman seconded the Sihanouk government's
condemnation of Saigon's military operation in Cambodia, and on
the 10th a PRC Foreign Ministry statement supported a DRV
denunciation of U.S. air strikes. The 31 March statement was
accompan.ed on the same day by a PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentator
article, also pegged to suspension of the Paris talks. The
question of a Vieitnam settlement also figured in a Commentator
article on the 30th and a companion NCNA report dated the 29th
deriding the U.S. "National Week of Concern" for prisoners of
war. Peking's most recent previous statement on a Vietnam
settlement had been the 4 February PRC Government statement in
support of the PRG's 2 February statemen: rejecting President
Nixon's eight-point proposal and elaborating on its own seven-
point plan.¥

The current Chinese statement contains elements critical of
Washington not present in the 10 and 16 March statements. Thus,
it questions U.3. professions of interest in a peace settlement,
complaining that although the United States has "tiresomely
boasted" about its desire for a negotiated settlement, "its
deeds are totally different from its words." The statement does
not attack the President's eight-point proposal, as had a

19 February PRC Foreign Ministry statement denouncing U.S. air

* The latter plan, first announced on 1 July 1971, had been
endorsed by a PEOPLE'S DAILY editorial three days later, Peking's
first such prompt endorsement of a Vietnam peace proposal.

Earlier Vietnamese initiatives had been acknowledged only belatedly
by Peking, and the first Chinese endorsement of proposals dating
back to May 1969 did not come until December 1970.
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strikes on the eve of the President's visit, but it chides the
United States for having 'refused to accept' the PRG's

seven points and having "obstinately insisted upon its
truculent terms which virtually demand that the Vietnamese
peuple accept a compromise and surrender.'" The statement
criticizes the United States for stepping up Vietnamization,

a point omitted in the 10 March statement but appearing in the
one of 19 February.

The statement makes Peking's first official attack on the
Administration by name since the President's visit wheo 4t charges
that "the Nixon Government" has "brazenly and unilaterally
declared the indefinite suspension of the Paris talks, thus
laying bare the falsehood of so-called readiness of the United
States to hold 'serious' discussions." The statement concludes
with demands that the United States 'stop its war of aggression
in all its forms," end the Vietnamization program, stop
"sabotaging" the Paris talks, and "honestly accept' the PRG's
seven points and elaboration of its "two key points." But
though the Chinese statement expresses "resolute support"

for the 28 and 29 March Vietnamese communist statements--citing
them as reiterating the communists' stand on a Vietnam settle-
ment and expressing a determination to pursue the war until
complete victory--it offers no explicit Chinese pledge of
support for the war effort. Peking's other recent statements
on Vietnam, including the 4 February government statement on
the peace proposals as well as statements pegged to military
actions, have reaffirmed Chinese support for the war. The

4 February statement, like the one on 31 March, said the United
States has sought to gain at the conference table what it could
not achieve on the battlefield, but the earlier statement had
gone on to reiterate Peking's commitment to the war effort in
forceful terms, calling this "an unshakable established policy"
and "an unshirkable internationalist duty."

The 31 March PEOPLE'S DAILY Commzntator article, unlike the
foreign ministry statement, did not name the Nixon Administration
in attacking "U.S. imperialism" for its "truculent and
unreasonable move" of suspending the Paris talks. Charging

that the United States has resorted to "various devices'" in the
talks to reject the communist side's '"reasonable proposals" and
has tried to hinder the talks while pressing Vietnamization and
stepping up the bombing, Commentator concluded by supporting the
PRG's seven points and elaboration as "the correct way to solve
the Vietnam question."
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The 30 March PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentatecr article on the U.§,
weeck of concern for POW's derided the observance as a "trlck"
to decelve world opinion and dampen the antiwar protest at
home. Asserting that the POW question is "only part of the
Vietnam question,'" Commentator said that the "correct way to
solve the Vietnam question, the POW question included," is
the PRG's seven points and elaboration. If the U,S.
GCovernment really wants to settle the Vietnam conflict,
according to Commentator, it must conduct "serious
negotiations" with the PRG and DRV and "give serious
consideration to and accept the rcasonable and logical
proposals" of the PRG.

The companion NCNA report of the POW week, unlike the
Commentator article, mentioned the President and members

of the Administration by name and made a rare reference to
the U,S., presidential elections~-a subject on which the
Chinese have been gilent. NCNA scorned the observance of the
week as a "sheer political fraud" designed to delude the
public, adding that this cannot enlist "popular support for
Nixon in the coming presidential elections."

PEKING REPORTS "FIERCE ATTACKS” IAUNCHED IN SOUTH VIETNAM

Apart from a brief reference to the first day of attacks in an
NCNA dispatch on 1 April, Peking's coverage of the communist
offensive in South Vietnam has consisted of an NCNA report on
the 4th and pickups of Vietnamese communist comment and
reportage on the same day. The 4 April NCNA report said the
PLAF had launched "fierce attacks" in Quang Tri Province and
"badly battered" the enemy, compelling him to '"retreat
helter-skelter." NCNA noted that the United States conducted
"wanton bombings'" in support of the Saigon troops and
threatened retaliatory air strikes against the DRV. The report
cited the Western press as having described the current
offensive as the '"supreme test" of the Vietnamization policy.

Also on the 4th, NCNA carried an account of the NHAN DAN and

\ QUAN DOI NHAN DAN editorials on the offensive and digseminated
a detailed report of the fighting through the 3d based on LPA.
The report ended by noting that the fighting "is still going
on." NCNA also carried a brief report attributed to VNA on the
alleged downing of a B-52 in the Vinh Linh area.
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USSR ROUTINELY NOTES PARIS TALKS SUSPENSION, MILITARY ACTIONS

Minimal, routlne Moscow comment continues to denounce the Unlted
States' suspenslon of ite participation In the weeokly Paris talks
and to claim that the action demonstrates U.S., intent to secok a
"military solutlon" in Indochina. Commentaries assailing the
sugpenglon in PRAVDA and IZVESTIYA on 29 March were restricted
mainly to cltations of critical foreign press reactions and
highlighted the "week of concern for POW's" observed In the
United States In connection with the suspension at Paris., PRAVDA
briefly played the theme of Sino=-U.t. collusion when it observad
that the U,S. act of "sabotage' was undertaken woon after
President Nixon's visit to the PRC. On the 30th TASS mentioned
that Ambassador Porter had left Paris for '"consultations" at
home.

TASS as usual promptly summarized the DRV and PRG Foreign Ministry
gtatements on the suspension, issued respectively on 28 and

29 March, But unlike Peking, Moscow did not issue an official
statement of its own. While it has not been Moscow's normal

past practice to issue official statements on develupments
relating to the Paris talks, the USSR did issue a government
statement on the PRG's . February elaboration.* Some kind of
authcritative Moscow response to the U,S. move in Paris might
have been expected in that the DRV Foreign Ministry atatement of
the 28th included an appeal to the governmente and peoples in

the "fraternal socjalist countries, peace- and justice=-iovirng
countries, the American and world people'" to '"condemn the sabotage
of the Paris talks." This passage was notably absent from TASS'
28 March summary of the DRV statement, published in PRAVDA on the
30th,

* Moscow's official support of the 2 February PRG statement--
denouncing President Nixon's ci{ght-point peace plan and "elatora.ing"
on {ts own seven-point proposal--came belatedly in the 11 February
Soviet Government statement. Moscow endorsed the PRG's seven-point
proposal, announced by Mme. Binh at the 1 July Paris session,

with only a PRAVDA editorial on the Sth., The Soviet Government
statement came at a time when there were indications of strain {n
Soviet=DRV relations. The day it reported the statement, TASS
also reported that Kosygin had recefved the DRV ambassador for
talks in an atmosphere of friendship and "comradely ‘rankness," a
characterization reflecting faflure to achieve an accord. The TASS
report appeared in PRAVDA the next day, but Hanoi media never
reported the meeting.
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Moscow's fuilure to issue a supporting astatement was made the
more consplcuous by TASS' acknowledgment, in a 31 March report
of French Forelgn Minioter Schumann's meeting with Mma, Binh,
that Schumann had promised French help in getting the talks
resumed.  And VNA implicitly recognized the absence of Soviet
offlctal reactlon when Lt noted, In the 5 April press review,
that the DRV press reported protests raised against "Nixon's
sabotage of the Paris conference"” by the "public" in the Soviet
Union, Poland, and Bulgaria,

COMMUNIST OFFENSIVE Moscow media hegan citing VNA reports of
IN SOUTH VIETNAM heavy fighting in the northern provinces

of South Vietnam as early.as 31 March.
By 2 April, the media were picturing an "onslaught" by the
"patriots." TASS reported on the 4th that a "large-scale
offensive' by the '"patriots," mainly in the northern provinces,
had caused 'panic'" among the Saligon troops, adding that Thieu
had gone to the front to "boost the morale of his troops" and
that the United States had intensified air strikes on the
"liberated areas" of Scuth Vietnam., Other Moscow reports have
noted that the Saigon troops are getting support from American
atrcraft, including B-52's,

On 4 April TASS reported that President Nixon met with Secretaries
Rogers and Laird and Admiral Moorer and that Kissinger called a
meeting of the "Special Action Group." TASS did not acknowledge
that the meetings were held to discuss the new communist
offensive, merely saying that the participants "discussed

the situation in Vietnam," TASS briefly quoted White House

preas spokesman Zl{egler as saying that the United States "left
oper its options" as to the course of action it might follow,
"Local observers," it said, link the "aggravation of the situation
{n Vietnam'" with the U.S. "sabotage" of the Paris talks and with
the escalation of the air raids in Indochina. A report from
PRAVDA's Washington correspondent on the consultations among the
U.S. officials, carried in the Moscow domestic service on 5 April,
said it was felt in the U.S. capital that the "present major
successes’ of the South Vientamese patriots had placed the
Vietnamization plan "in real jcopardy." The correspondent said
the decisions adopted during the high-level U.S, conferences had
been kept secret, but he added that "the Washington press no
longer mentions the scaling down of the war."

A Moscovw radio commentary in English on 3 April did not mention
the offzasive in South Vietnam when it charged that the United
States has embarked on a "new stage" in its air war against the
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DRV, using the '"full strength of its bomber force" against the
northern part of the DMZ and the southern provinces of the DRV,
The commentary noted the use of B-=52's, the convergence of four
aircraft carriers in the Gulf of Tonkin, and the dispatch of
additional squadrons to American bases in South Vietnam, It
cited "circles close to General Abrams' headquarters" as
indicating that "it is planned to escalate the war even further."
The commentator assessed this as an element in Washington's
attempts to achieve a "military victory'" in Vietnam, another
element of which was the attempt to "torpedo'" the Paris talks
by refusing to take part in them.

SOVIET AID The issue of Suviet aid has not been highlighted

in Moscow's comment on the current military action.*
The only available explicit reference to Soviet aid in comment on
the offensive in South Vietnam came in a 3 April commentary by
Penchenko, widely broadcast in foreign languages, which said that
the Indochinese peoples' struggle "is always supported by the
Soviet Union and the other countries of the socialist community"
and recalled that the participants in the Warsaw Pact Political
Consultative Committee meeting in Prague last January had confirmed
their pledge to continue giving "all necessary aid" to the
Indochinese peoples. The commentary asserted that '"our people
see it as the fulfillment of their internationalist duty."
A 3 April Moscow commentary in English on the suspension of the
Paris talks and intensified U.S. bombing=--not mentioning the
current offensive--noted in a similar vein that the Soviet people
consider it "their internationalist duty'" to help the Indochinese.
And the 29 March IZVESTIYA article condemning U.S. suspension of
participation in the Paris talks re._alled Brezhknev's assertion,
in his 20 March AUCCTU congress speech, that the USSR considers
ald to the Indochinese peoples to be its "international duty."

* In remarks which may take an added significance in retrospect,
in the light of recent developments, Podgornyy declared in a speech
at the 4 October 1971 rally during his Hanoi visit that '"the

modern arms and modern war materials in the skillful hands .of the
heroic combatants of the VPA, of the Vietnamese patriots, play an
important role in delivering thunder blows at the aggressors."
Podgornyy declared in the same speech that "the liberation

movement of the Indochinese peoples has been so successful that

the future victory is already in sight, and the day of victory

is not far off."
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TASS on the 3d briefly reported the downing of the B-~52 claimed
by Hanoi on 2 April, but Moscow omitted this claim >rom summaries
of the 4 April DRV Foreign Ministry spokesman's statement and
there has been no Soviet comment on the alleged downing. When
Hanol claimed for the first time that it had downed a B-52, in
September 1967, some Moscow comment had linked the exploit with
Soviet air-defense assistance.

The matter of Soviet aid was raised in a brief 3 April Moscow
domestic service report of the Hanoi observance of DRV Air

Force Day, the anniversary of the day in 1965 when the first
military aircraft manned by Vietnamese took off to intercept

U.S. planes. Moscow radio's Hanoi correspondent reported that

a DRV pilot, in an interview on the anniversary, praised the
"Soviet-made MIG's" and expressed gratitude for Soviet gsolidarity.
Over the years Moscow has periodically publicized its supply

of military aircraft to the DRV and its training of DRV pilots.,

The Soviet military delegation led by Marshal Batitskiy which
had paid a "friendship" visit to the DRV on the eve of the
offensive, a visit well publicized by Hanoi, was virtually
ignored in loscow media. PRAVDA and RED STAR on 28 March
published TASS' report, transmitted the previous day, which
briefly cited the DRV Defense Ministry's announcement of the
delegation's arrival in the DRV. Soviet media are not known
to have reported the delegation's departure from Hanoi,
reported by VNA on the 28th, but RED STAR on the 29th carried a
summary of the NHAN DAN editorial greetins the delegation.
Like Hanoi's other publicity for the visit, the editorial

was couched in platitudes and generalities, essentially
devoid of substance, and contained the usual expression of
gratitude for Soviet economic and military aid.
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CEMA-EEC

BREZHNEV REMARKS ON COOPERATION DRAW CAUTIOUS FOLLOWUP

Brezhnev's watershed remarks in his trade union speech of

20 March on the Common Market as part of "the actually existing
situation in Western Europe' have been followed up cautiously
and in low key in the media of the Soviet Union and its East
European allies. Routine-level Soviet radio commentaries

have ignored the subject. But the importance of Brezhnev's
remarks was pointed up for readers of PRAVDA in a 23 March
article by the paper's senior commentator Yurly Zhukov, reviewed
by TASS but not broadcast by Radio Moscow. Hungary's Premier
Fock indicated upon his return home from a trip to Moscow that
the EEC and the Common Market had been among the subjects of
his talks with Brezhnev, and the Prague agricultural daily
expanded a2t some length on the desirabil!ity of expanded trade
between members of the two economic groupings. Bucharest's
predictably cautious reactlon has conveyed cbvious satisfaction
at the Soviet leader's remarks.

ZHWKNV IN PRAVDA Zhukov's PRAVDA article expounded on "the
need for developing economic relations on
an equal footing between socialist and capitalist countries,"
picking up the thrust of Brezhnev's statement that "our relations
with the participants" in the EEC will depend on the extent to
which they, in turn, will "recognize the rcalities in the
socialist part of Europe" and the interests of the CEMA member
states in p-rticular. Brezhnev added: 'We are for equallty in
economic relations and against discrimination." Zhukov declared:
The USSR's position on "mutually advantageous trade" between
countries of opposing systems "remains unchanged," a point
"mentioned" by Brezhnev in the trade union congress speech.

Zhukov was at some pains to portray the situation as one in
which the Western economic partners are the petitioners and

the CEMA countries are responsive and receptive, but firm in
their resolve to uphold their interests. Thus the article
devoted considerable s, ace to development of an analogy between
the situation in 1922, when financial crises allegedly forced
the Western capitalist countries to negotiate for the first
time with the Soviet Union, and the "dollar crisis" situation
voday which "is forcing the capitalists to make another 'dramatic
review' of the restrictions on economic ties with the USSR and
the other socialist countries." Such trace, Zhukov reiterated,
must be on an equal basis, free of "discriminatory" practices.
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TASS O BRANDT Brozhnev's 20 March rumarks bore varmarks of

an of fort Lo roamsure and oncourage the Brandt-
Scheel conlltfon in Went Goermany during the Bundestag debate over
ratiffeatton of the FRC'w Mowcow und Warwaw treatlew: Thus Lhe
Seviet leadar profaced his romarks on mutun!l recognition of
realitien with a dental of the charge==rulned by Bonn opponents
of ratificotion of the troeaties=-that Mowcow's European policy
was aimed at undermining the EKC. Predictably, Soviet medla on
the 21ut gave prompt publicity to Brandt's reactlve comment to
the effect that the Common Market "muwt, for Ltas part, take Into
account the fnterests of the CEMA member states'--a direct ptckup
of language used by Brezhnev,

BUDAPEST Hungary, which over the past yaear has evinced

upecial Interest in expanding {tas trade with
Western Europe, seemed notably receptive to Brezhnev's remarks.
The party datly NEPSZABADSAG, reviewing the Soviet leader's
speech on 21 March, characterized his statements on the Common
Market and CEMA as an admon{ition to the West to 'abandon the
policy of division and seck out openings for cocperation with
the cconomic organization of the whole soclalist community."
Hungarian Premier Fock, in an airport statement on the Zyth on
his return from Moscow, noted that his talks with Brezhnev had
dealt with "the joint Interests of the soclalist countries,
CEMA, the EEC, and other quertions." Budapest obut not Moscow
media reported this statement, and the formal joint communique
on the talks did not mention eccnomic relations.

PRAGUE The most detailed discussion in the media so

far has come from Prague-=in an article in the
agricultural daily ZEMEDELSKE NOVINY of 30 March by Jan Celak,
which carried forward the theme of Brezhnev's remarks without
speciffcally mentioning his speech. Where the Soviet leader had
carefully confined himself to broaching the possibility of
relations between the "participants”" and "members" of the two
economic grcupings, Celak saw prospects for the development of
trade relations "of CEMA as a whole" as well as of Czechoslovakia
in particular with the developed capitalist countries.

The CEMA countries' 'main" trading partners, Celak said, were the
European capitalist states "and the two great integrated econumic
groupings: the EEC and EFTA." He cited the Soviet Union, the
GDR, and Czechoslovakiua as the leaders in trade with the
capitalist countries, "while Polish trade with the capitalist
countries grew somewhat more slowly, and Hungary, Bulgaria, and
Romania expanded” such trade relations "more rapidly." Celak
viewed the possibilities for further trade development as limited
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only by such "remnants of the cold war" as trade embargoes and
dlscriminatory customs barriers aimed at "isolating the socialist
world," noting approvingly at the same time that "part of the

EEC status have already eased important restrictions' on certain
goods fruom the soclallst countries.

The Bratislava PRAVDA on the 24th, in a commentary on the EEC
segslon In Brussels, noted that Brezhnev's proposal had met with
considerable response at that meeting. And on the 28th CTK
reported Prof. Bedrich Svestka, chairman of the Czechoslovak
Committee for European Security, as remarking in general terms

at a Prague meeting that "when discussing the problems of
economic cooperation in Europe, we will strive for 'rules of
decent behavior' in international economic relations and equality
in intra-European trade,"

BUCHAREST Romanian media picked up Brezhnev's remarks with
clear enthusiasm but predictable caution. There
had been no public Bucharest acknowledgment of Romania's
application to the EEC, three weeks prior to Brezhnev's speech,
for special consideration as a developing country that could
export goods to Common Market countries without paying duty.
The party organ SCINTEIA on 26 March, noting world attention
to Brezhnev's statement that the USSR was by no means ignoring
the existence of the EEC in Europe, went on to endorse the
notion that the EFC "is a European reality and must be taken into
account in any realistic policy." Staying carefully within
Brezhnev's terms of reference but injecting a characteristically
Romanian flavor, the paper added that this

of course presupposes that the members of this group will
take into account the interests of nonmember countries,

that they will renounce restrictions and discriminatory
practices in relations with other countries, and that they
will create favorable conditions for extensive trade on an
equal base and with respect for national sovereignty and
mutual advantage among all nations on the European continent
regardless ~f their soclopolitical systems.

In the same international chronicle, pretaced by the customary
assurance of consistent Romanian concern for strengthening
cooperation and friendship with the socialist states, SCINTEIA
reported the U.S, visit of a delegation of the Romanian Economic
Council led by Manea Manescu and its reception by President Nixon.
The trip, the article said, was "in keeping with the requirements
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of progress in the present world detente" and in harmony with
Romania's policy of developing "relations of cooperation in
varicus fields with all the states of the world, regardless

of social systems, based on equal rights and mutual advantage."

BACKGROUND ON Pronouncements by the CEMA summit meetings
CEMA'S POSITION in the post-Khrushchev era have contained at
the most only brief, general passages on the
subject of trade relations with the capitalist countrieg. The
voluminous, long-range integration program adopted by the 25th
CEMA session in Bucharest in July 1971 includecC a brief statement
to the effect that the CEMA countries, in line with peaceful
coexistence, would "continue to develop eccnomic, scientific,
and technical ties with other countries, irrespective of their
social and state systems," with special attention to su:h
cooperation with the developing countries. The communique on
that session stated that the CEMA member states would continue
expanding economic and scientific-technical ties with the
developing countries "and with the developed capitalist states."

The last top-level Soviet policy statement on the Common Market
dates back to Khrushchev's article in the September 1962 issue
of PROBLEMS OF PEACE AND SOCIALISM, which stressed the need
for economic integration of the socialist countries under CEMA
to counter alleged invidious Western designs against the bloc.
Khrushchev refrained from any suggestion of rapptochement
between the EEC and CEMA, instead drawing on the communique of
the June 1962 CEMA summit meeting in Moscow which proposed the
formation of a worldwide international trade organization
outside the two groupings. However, while granting the
desirability of economic cooperation with the capitalist
countries, “hrushchev emphasized that "the imperialists are
particularly bent on pooling their forces," an aim which in
his view had to be countered by integration of the socialist
economies,

The June 1962 meeting's proposal was reiterated at the July
1963 CEMA summit--the last to be held before Khrushchev's
downfall. The subject was dropped thereafter, and the CEMA
summit meeting in 1966, the first in the post-Khrushchev
period, said nothing at dll about trade with the capitalist
world.
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USSR-YUGOSLAVIA

MEDIA RETICENT ON GRECHKO VISIT TO BELGRALE

Judging by the reticence of Soviet and Yugoslav media, Soviet
Defense Minister Grechko's 27 March - 1 April visit to

Yugoslavia appears to have achieved minimal results. TASS and
TANJUG, in brief reports ~arried respectively in PRAVDA and in
the Belgrade BORBA and POLITIKA, note merely that Grechko was
received by Tito at Brioni and had "a friendly conversation" with
him. 1In the pattern of earlier, cryptic reports on the Soviet
delegation's activities, neither TASS nor TANJUG provide any hint
of topics discussed at the meeting=--which may have been purely
ceremonial--or of Grechko's talks with Yugoslav military officials.
Following the meeting with Tito, the Soviet delegation was feted
at a reception hosted by Soviet Ambassador Stepakov and attended
by Grechko's Yugoslav counterpart, Ljubicic, as well as by Marko
Nikezic, Serbian party chief and League Presidium member.

A brief TANJUG report on Grechko s departure on 1 April states
that the Soviet delegation visited Skopje and Dubrovnik in
addition to Belgrade and inspected some units of the Yugoslav
army, TASS reports the soviet delegation's return to Moscow
tersely: "USSR Defense Minister Grechko has returned from
Belgrade to Moscow today. He was on an official visit of friend-
ship to Yugoslavia."

The reticence on the part of both Soviet and Yugoslav medic
appears against the background of Western press speculation that
the Soviet Union might use the visit to revive a request for

the use of Yugoslav ports for its Mediterranean fleet and for
overflight privileges--speculation the Yugoslavs seemed anxious
to lay to rest. In a broadcast on the day Grechko arrived, Radio
Zagreb's chief political commentator, Milika Sundic, vehemently
denied that Grechko would make any demands for base privileges.

YUGOSLAV OFFICIAL HAILS OUTCOME OF ECONOMIC TALKS

Following the 27 March - 3 April Moscow session of the Soviet-
Yugoslav committee for economic cooperati~n, TANJUG reported
Yugoslav delegation head Mirjana Krstinic as hailing the
"successful" outcome of the talks which she said had improved
prospects for "long-term economic cooperation" between the

two countries. The official communique on the committee session,
signed by Krstinic and Soviet Deputy Premier Nuvikov, made no
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mention of Soviet credits for the Yugoslavs and generally avolded
specifics. But Krstinic, in comments to Yugoslav correspondentn
in Moscow, said that "in the next three months Yugoslav and

Soviet government delegations will draw up concrete propowals

for mutual delivery of raw materials as well as for the develop-
ment of credits for specific branches of the Yugoslav economy."
But she added that such credits--for the machine~construction,
power generation and supply, and ferrous and nonfarrous metallusgy
industries--would not go into eifect "until after 1975."

In effect underscoring the redirection of Yugoslavia's trade
toward the Soviet bloc in the past year, Krstinic said that trade
between the two countries reached 600 million dollars in 1971, a
20-percent increase over 1970. She added optimistically that the
two sides envisage a record total trade of four billion dollarw
during the 1971-75 period. In the area of industrial cooperation,
she said the two sides agreed that such cooperation would begin
with the building of geveral leather factories and one furniture
factory by Yugoslav construction enterprises and would also
include the construction of two hotels on the Black Sea, She
made no mention of Soviet construction projects in Yugoslavia.
According to an accord reached in principle, she said, there
would be a 2.5-percent annual increase in the number of Soviet
tourists traveling to Yugoslavia, bringing the total to 100,000
by 1975,

According to the official communique on the committee sesslion,

as reported by TASS and TANJUG, the two sides decided to eotab!ish
a permanent commission for cooperation in machine-building and a
number of unspecified "working groupe” for economic brancles.

The communique also noted that the two sides examined a "broed
field of problems in the sphere of trade expansion and economic
cooperation.'" TASS reported that Premier Kosygin received
Krstinic on the 3d and that their talks on "th. furtier develop-
ment of trade and economic cooperation passed in a warm and
friendly atmosphere."
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ITALIAN CP CONGRESS

INTERNATIONAL 1SSUES OVERSHADOWED BY DOMESTIC POLITICS

The diviaive undercurrents in the I[nternational communist
movement were clearly overwhadowed by domestic political concerns
at the 13th Ttalfan Communist Party (PCI) Congress, held in Milan
13-17 March.* Uming the congress as a platform to launch their
campaign for the 7-8 May parliamentary elections, called by
Preaident Leone on 28 February, the Italian communist leaders
sought repeatedly to emphasize the PCI's readiness to enter into
a coalition government of the left as a fully independent,
reaponaible national party free of foreign control, capable of
htinging about a "democratic change" in Italian politics. Led by
newly elected General Secretary Berlinguer in his keynote address
on the 13th, the PCI leaders sought to portray the party to the
Italian electorate as a viable alternative to the "swing to the
right."” With that end in view, they endeavored to keep the
congrean focused on domestic politics and to mute contentious
famues in the {nternational movement,

This preoccupatfon with domestic concerns was reflected in the
amall number of foreign speakers at the congress. Only eight
of mome 50 foreign delegations were permitted to address the
asmemblage: Soviet Politburo member Grishin, the North Vietnan
and NFLSV delegates, French CP Politburo member Billoux, East
German Politburo member Axen, and the Yugoslav, Chilean, and
Spanish communist parties' representatives.

While Berlinguer presented a guarded statement of PCI views on
international issues, Soviet Politburo member Grishin weighed

in with a strong attack on the Chinese. Other Soviet bloc
representatives were more restrained on the China issue in their
congress speeches, although the Bulgarian delegate strongly
denounced the PRC leaders in a speech outside the congress hall.

* Materials on the congress, including texts of speeches by
foreign as well as Italian delegates, are compiled in supplements
to the Latin America and West Europe FBIS DAILY REPORT entitled
"13th Italian Communist Party Congress," 3 April 1972 (No. 65,
Supplement 9) and 6 April 1972 (No. 68, Supplement 11).
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BERLINGUER ON Where the 12th PCI Congress in February 1969

FOREIGN AFFAIRS was dominated by the PCI's condemnation of the
August 1968 invasion of Czechoslovakia and the
ex post facto Svviet justification in the guise of the "Brezhnev
doctrine,'" Berlinguer's keynote address--published in L'UNITA on
the l4th--set the pattern for the 13th congress by only briefly
and cautiously broaching the PCI's positions on foreign affairs.
Berlinguer used President Nixon's trip to Peking as an opening
for discussing PCI relations with the Chinese, asserting that the
visit was an"historically important defeat" for "U.S. imperialism"
and that the Unitnd States was now "seeking a relationship based
on negotiations." Pointing out that the Peking talks resulted in
a recognition of the principles of pc.aceful coexistence, Berlinguer
repeated the PCI assessment of the Sino-U.S. talks as being
"positive" not only for inter-state relations but also
for the workers movement:

The fact that the Chinese comrades have again launched
the principles formulated at the Baidung conference

could objectively create certain conditions for a resump-
tion of normal relations in the socialist world and in
the international workers movement. This is a fundamental
prerequisite for the unity of the anti-imperialist forces,
in order to insure peace and also in order to give China
the role which it deserves in international life. Events
will show to what extent things will actually move in

that direction.

Charging that President Nixon hopes to use "the division between the
socialist countries, particularly that of the Sino-Soviet dispute,"
in the "interests" of the United Ctates, Berlinguer went on to say
that a "new situation" has developed in international life which in
pa - explains the "torment of the socialist world and of the workers
ana liberation movement." The PCI's "eritical thinking on the
problems of socialism and the revolutionary struggle on an inter-
national scale," he said, are part of the reality that "socialism

is not an abstract model but an historical process.'" He continued:

This is the reason why our judgments, even when they are

of a critical nature, are 1.-.ver those of someone who remains
outside the battle. This 7 the reason for our tenacious
effort to contribute to the effort to overcome the divi-
sions in the international communist movement by pursuing
the line of unity in diversity--a line which stems from the
complexity and vastness of tasks facing the revolutionary
forces, the variety of their experiences, and hence the
need for full independence.
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Returning to International issues at the conclusion of hiw raport,
Berlinguer again made a careful restatement of PCl vliews on ralu-
tions with the inrernational movement, reasserting the PCl wtand
on different roads to socialism and on the Czechoslovak invasion
without directly repudiating the 'Brezhnev doctrine':

Every one of our choices, every one of our prospects ls
born in the full independence of our party, tested in all-
out battles and in all our political formulations. Our
principled positions supporting the full independence of
every communist party and every cocianlist state have been
and remain clear. These are the positions which inspired
our judgment of the Czechoslovak events in 1968 and subse-
quently. There are people who ask us, howaver, to prove
our independence by breaking our solidarity with the
soclalist countries and the entire international workers
and revolutionary movement. We do not pursue this path,
and we never will.

Reilterating this point in categorical terms, Berlinguer said that
"nothing good for the world could come from a deepening of the
differences which separate the major socialist states; nothing good
would come to our country from the reopening of a spiral of hos-
tility toward the USSR and the European socialist states.' And
this statement in turn prefa.ed what could be read as an exprwuassion
of a desire to reestablish relations with the CCP:

When our criticism is raised, it is the criticism of those
who want to contribute positively to the development of
soclalism and the unity of the international workers and
revolutionary movement. Our criticisms of a number of
political and ideological positions of the Chinese com-
rades have sprung and continue to spring from this:
rxplicit and firm criticisms, but never inspired by a
desire for excommunication or separation.

The Chinese party had been invited to the PCI congress but did not reply
to the invitation, according to Prague radio on 4 April. ‘But the Abanim party
publicly rejected an invitation adinavitriolic 2ERI I POPULLIT editorial con-
demned the '"revisionist" PCI* Chinese media have not publicized

the Albanian rejection and have conspicuously ignored the PCI congress.

* See the TRENDS of 16 February, pages 48-49, See also FBIS
Special Report No. 305 of 7 March, '"Spanish Communists Reestablish
Ties with Peking: Background and Ramifications,' pages 12-13.
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Hogarding PCl policy tiwatd Weat Putope aml the ommon Hatket
Wer Hingner anageried that the 1talian (ommuniate ate “alan
butopeaniate’ and made a aperial plea tn (the Weatl Futopean
communiat partiea aml workera organtieations 1o "operate In awh

A way aa to finally achieve tontinuoua rollaboration hetusen

the fovcea of the Futopean working « lasa. promote contdinaf fon

of Initiativea, amnd Initiate a ayatematic queat for a now velation
ship with all forcea of the left, particularly with the partiea
with which a conalderahle number of the workers of Weat Europe
fdentify themaelvea." The Political Reaonlut ion approved by the
congresa, publiahed in L'UNITA on the 18th, mtated that a "“deomn-
cratic change' {n the ITtalian government would mean "a « owmi tment
within the Furopean Fconomic Commmity in order to democtatise
1ty defend Ttalian national Interesta, and open it to cooperation
wiith all counttiena, and action te nvercome the opposing military
bloca " French P (PCF) Polithuro memher Billoun, In his congrean
apeech aa publiahed in L'UNITA on the 16th, safd cautlously only
that both the PCI and the PCF “are aware of the need fot concerted
action by the communiat partiea in the Futopean capitalist coun-
trien "

TREATMENT [H PRAVDA PRAVDA on 15 Matrch cartied a Jlong summar:

of Berlinguer's report which revealed toviet
renafitivitien on isauen of the international movament by omission
and distortion of him remarka. The account included Ber ' inguer's
ntatement that the Unfted States wants to use the Sino-Soviet aplit
in {ts own {nterenata but omitted his romarks on the PCl'e critical
stand towvard other partiem. PRAVDA quoted Berlinguer's tenarka on
the Independence of the PCI and all communint parties +nd hin atate-
ment that the PCI would never renounce fts soifdarity with the
socfalist countries. Notably, however, {t excise’ Berlinguer's
reference to the Crechoslovak events of 1968 and also omitted his
Atatement about the need to prevent the reopening of hostility
between the PCI and the mocialist countries.

Accounts of Berlinguer's report, as of the congream in genetal, in
the central press of Moscow's hardlining bloc allies were similar’y
incomplete and one-sided, without exception {gnoring the thrust of
his br’ef comments on the international movement. With the excep-
tion of Prague, none of the orthodox allies published any commen-
taries on the congress. Romanian and Yugoslav media, however, cited
the passages on the autonomy of the PCl and {ts right to make
"critical" judgments of other parties.
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LBy e the (1t deleyatben at the JYih angvees waa
agalve Jed Ty o Tolithare wembey , Vikt oy Gy labibg,
who apetbe v the aeroawl dan of the  cngreae * Pl lwing o by bef
retew f Srvjet foevebgn poediry, Grlehin Joaun hed dntn o dewv §a
then of rvight aned Tdef € cppoytunten and antiparty oclementa’ and
the "‘varjouye eplittiot clomente within the o oesiniel swoavemwsan!
Peitevating o curvent theme of 1he Sovjet sontyal proan
je cvynale, he aaid the (F51 “attarhea great elgnifleamo 1o ths
ety vic 1 atvengtien the fdeanlngiral ynlty «f the fraterna)
ravtiee on A pridnvipled Wavviat Toniniet haeie amvl 1o ronydinate
cffovta jn the ideclogion] aphere

pecificallv, ydebin dencunied the Tartivity «f the epiittiote,
partirviarly the preaent (hinecar Jeadorahip' for §te paldiry
vegarding the wdan, the Indian eyhrnntinent, and ths I'nitad
Watjone, adding that thie projiry “je Inflirting ronefderables harn
it cniy on the intereat of the (hinsae people bt alan apnp the
entive vevedutionary wevement and that the “antl-Goviot few f the
fLT Jeadere je wmeye than jvet a probiem of Sowviet-fhinoae telatinne.
Repeating the pro forma Loviet call for “novend and friendly’ rela
tionae btefveen the “cviet amdl (hinewe perplee, he avrwsd the [ A B
doteyuinatyon to continye 1o atyyuple on the patty jeove) againal
the “dietaytion of the Wareiet-Jepminjet dovw'yine 9y the (hipses

jeaiore.

G (T T0 ] yejatioene, rfehin eadd they are “hycadening to an
evey §ruveseing ovtent” and are hased on WMarviaw-lseninien,
rrejetarvian frtecrnationaiian, and the prinrirlee of equalitr,
independecure, njijitant aciidarity, and Jevalty to nyy great c omguon
cavaee f Jitevating the tcijing pecple " lNatably abesnt from thie
foerany;la vae any menticn of nmer stevrfevensre §n othey 't'!lﬂ°
interne] affaire. The (T°1 feontyra] (cnmmittes moaange to the
crengtreee ajec made 3 rlea frr greater ideciogiral rellahoration
beotween fratermnsl partiees

Commenting *n the T(] e dempetic pelicy, Criehin avoided anv
epocific enicreemont «f the FCJ program fer the roming ojert jone--
a progran ctiented toward “veforniet” rather tham rteveolutinary
trincipiea. Jie atatod merely that the T(7 "hae achioved definits

AL the J:tR T(1 congreas in 1969 NMosrow ahrasd JLe diaglessure
vith the T(] attituie om Copechomjovakis by aonding for the firat
tine a veopreacntative of Joasert etature--(T4%7 (emtral Compittoe
Secretary Trnomatev. head of trne (T a departasnt rtesponaible
for velaticone vith nonruli~ng communiet parties.
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Gur cbaaea Jay atvkngthewing pardy vanke cvgandesatinnally awl ided
Pogiorddy ansd dwy the atvugple againat acs fal domniyat f cppnr fn ] an
ael Jefviat aduentgy jan "

Bev Jinguer dn hie o doaiwg sddrena nn the 178 pabhdic ly vepudiated
Tfalae’ epesyiaticon jn the ponsommuniat Jtaljan proae that Lylahin'e
epeeik s onet ftyted o “grave intervention in the independenie f the

red

CH O, AR AL FLATY The delegate f the (parhnalovak ( ompantot
Fasty AF(7) wae *he jrweset tanking 1 the

Tecvyet bl vepveoecriativea, fentyal]l (cumittos wenher Jarcan. Hia

P'wiy atatyga refjc tod the diesard which rontinuea 10 aggyavate
voejati . nae bhotwesn ttc F(T amdl the ‘T1(7 on the jeane of “nnrmalisa
tiew din (perheajimalio kolatione weve eyacothated §uat priny 1o
the rongveaa with the arveet amnd swpujeion ~f Jtallan jomrnaitfeta,
incdwding o FOT wewbor, fyom (poihnalervakia and vith the vepnrta
in the Weet of now arveeta of aupporteve of the "Pragus apring” hv
(pechrajonvak acryrity §orroan.

Tapr an wae mnt owrng the frrelgn pavty delegatea vive addysaacd the
crvgreaa, bat hije mpoceage wae pubjielesd in 7 TUNITA along willh the
rthete not a3rtyally doliveted at the «cngrese LYINITA on the J6th
prefaced the {gorhealivval wnceanpge with o atatement to the effedt
that the FOF priniple of “intermatinnalien” not only arcepte
Tdivereity, but cven pyefound divevgenice and an appreach whickh

te Sy e a wajcr joaue’ anl that the TiJ] wae therofose puyhliahing
the (107 Celegate’ e verhatin towt ae an eupt eadion of Fie paviy’e

7 8ty me PITNITAE added “We d¢ vt avare thoae prajtiana, bt
novettive cea we feel §4 emiy fadv te §nfeen the comyradee of them

Jupe ar e meecaage dec Joveud that the j4th (PC7 ¢ ongteea ~f HWay J973--

at yhich the FOJ wae provented fy m {-ynajly preasntiy ;2 ite weeespe
te the congrees and had 1o “jeesominate ¢ te the | - ternations) Trtese- -
comgieted the Tvicteory of the Mareiat-leninjot fovcoa over fhe vipht-
vitg cppevtunjet revieioniete 7 The ucaeage ajen rejected e

mnf oy ed the Westorn veprrte abhouyt thse cyrvrent arr~rte of forney
Hubrel euppertevae.

At o 3y o Jodi om the ]53E, veprrted by RIME TRAVO, Lar un
directiy pralead “the fraternal aseiatance of the “oniet Vmiom
and rur cthet nearest ajijjes, vhe romplied with the viahee and
don nde ~f the (pechra]oval rompmniate ard cther ritisens deveted
te acciajiaw.” e roviewad at jength the (PC7 line that hy
Tertushing  the Tcounterrevelution amd the tevialonlet Vetrea”
the (T(7 aaved (pochoejovakis from heling torn fron the eorfsliet
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comantty.  LTUNTIA bl not veport thie spesch o any of the
ofthetw given hy foielgn teprenentatlives outalde the congress hall,

In a post-tongreas Interview roported (n RUDE PRAVO on the 20th,
Iycan atteancd that his delegation had vecelved a "cordlal welcome"
at the Ladl vally, noting that his apesch wam even Interrupted by
applauae and ahouta of “hrave."  In polnting out that the "Ttalfan
public da Inaufficlently informed about what actually happened

In Cosrhnalivaria,” Lucan called for "more frequent perwonal con-
tacte’” bhetween the PCT amd the CPCZ to strengthen Intarparty rela-
tionn.

nOngR SPEEod sy Other foreign party delegatesn' mpeeches at the
congrtean did not name China in dimcursing tho
diviaton In the international movement and calling for unity anong
the partiea. Himever, Famt Gormany's Axen mald the SED was
“"opposed to any eplitting activities and remolutely combate anti-
Sovietiam In all fta formm, vhether it im carried by the West
wind ot the Faat wind," and Poland's Tejchma mald his party would
nppore “all factional ang aplitting trends.' Outmide the congrems
hall, at Cremnna, RBulgarian candidate Politburo member Abadzhiev,
in a apeech veported hy RABOTNICHESKO DELO on the 15th, bluntly
attacked the Chineae leadera for thelr "improper attacks' on the
(ST and the USSK.

The apeech of Wioaania'a Pana, the Romanian Central Committee
moaaage to the congrena, and a mpeech by Pana at a rally in Corsico
all atreaaed eupport for the Italian party's efforts to build a
“new ity of "all” partiea in the International communimi move-
asnt .

Spanfah (T (FCF) Politburo member Gallego, after expressing support
for the FO1 call for "a more syatematic and better articulated
arvangenent” for maintaining relations hetween communist parties

of Usatern Furs ~e, went on to discuss the diviaion {n the inter-
naticnal movement. Gallego declared it "essential to achfieve unity
of action among all the communiat parties.” Such unity "i{n our
opinion,” he continued, “requites recognition of diversity in unity
and of the independence of each party.” Acknovledging that there
“are atill difficultien” in achieving this unity, Gallego noted
that the Moacow internatior] communiat conference of 1969 had
rtecognized that “"aome nf the divergencies within our movement may
vell persiat for aome time.” These d ergencies are not due
“molely to ertors on both sides,” he said, but are a result of
"objective conditionas.” He eppealed to all parties to attempt

to bring the parties closer to one another and "to seek the things
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wo have in common." TASS on the 16th reported the Gallego speech

but glossed over all his remarks on unity in the movement.

llowsver, the TASS publicity for a speech by a represcntative of
the Carrillo leadership of the PCE was the firot Soviet repnrt
In recont months on any activities of the party.
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CHINA

HSIEH FUNERAL SHEDS LITTLE LIGHT ON LEADERSHIP PICTURL

A 30 March NCNA announcoement of the death and funeral of lisfeh
Fu-chih, Pol{tburo mumbor and Poking municipal chief, Indlcates
that the PRC leadership 1w wtill unsettled following Lin's purge.
e rankings of leaders who attended the funaral, went wreaths,

or pufd respects to the remalnw wore apparently demigned to pay
homage Lo age rather than to power,

There has been no {ndication am to Hateh'n muccessor aw mininter
of public seccurlty, Wu Te, who has acted aw Peking chief durtng
the past two years of Hsleh's {l1lness, when Huleh made only one
public appearance, wan itdentiffed am "acting chatrman" of the
Peking revolutionary committec at ceremonies for the visiting
Maltese delegation on 2 April. Previously, In an apparent
error, Wu had been accorded the title by NCNA, in {tms firat
account of President Nixon's arrival in Peking, but {n all
subsequent accounts he was identified as vice-chatrman.

While Yao Wen-yuan and regional leaders lisu Shih-yu and Chen
isi-1{en were not mentioned in connection with Chen 1's funeral
on 11 January, the !'sich funeral account smeemm to make a point
of mentioning all Politburo members who bsve not been purged.
It may be preosumcd there was a felt need t premsent a picture
of normality and collegiality, Mao's fallure %o appear in
person for the lisfeh funeral-~-he did show up for Chen 1's
funeral--could reflect efther the condition of his heath or
his personal relations with the deceased,

The most innovative chenge in the rankings ims the prominence
accorded Chu Te and Lit To-cheng in ranking those who viewed
the remains. In the Ch. I account they had been listed in
their customary positions ahead of L{ Hasfen-nien but fc(lowing
Chang Chun-chiao. For Hsleh, however, Chu and Liu both
followed Chou and preceded the active regular members of ‘he
Polfitburo. 1In Chu's came this could be explained as a factor
of his state rank as NPC Standing Committee chairman; indecd
the list of those who presented wreaths obviously took state
rank into consideration, and Chu preceded Chou, But the
viewing of Hsieh's remains was apparently done according to
party rank, and those named were identified only as '"leading
comrades of the party Central Committee."
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the only othey major abdft In yank hetweon the tw. fineisle a
the leoaoncd prominence of fSoong (hic g Fing,  The lalelh funetal
la tae flrat nivraalon ahe haa heen llated with Tng 1w ainie
he aaaumed the nffire of “acting” PRI hatiman tather fhan
tvevloe chatrman, and ahe loat the prersdenie ouer him uhich
ahe haa alwaya enjoyeild,

While 1t aesema Inconcefvable that new prominence oy the al)ing
netogenay tana In the leadetahip meana they have heen ar ot ded
any teal powet, the riae of Chm and Liu In Polithuro tank doea
aetve to diminiah the atanding of Chiang (hing, whn haa
traditionally heen liated after Folithurn atanding « nmmittoo
memhera. Jne change may reflect a ahift of power an the
Polithure, indicative of an Impagae in whith inartive mambora
are aaauming mote prominent rnlea merely hoiauae fhey fepreaspi
nn leng-range threat,

"REHABILITATED" CHAD T2U-YANG RETURNS TO PROVINCIAL BAILIWICK

Mt V1 Mareh WA revealed that Chan (su-yang, previously a
secretarv on the iInner Minmgolian party committes, appeared among
kwangtung leadera at a Canton cetemony marking the final
performance of the lapaneae Hagutuma theater troupe in fta

tour of China.  Chao waa not fdentified In any aped 41§

pradtion within the Kvangtung pover atructure, hut waa liated
ainth after kvangtung'a four party aecretarien and Jen
Sru-chung, a political commiarar of the Canton Hilitary

Region., The name of luang Jung-hat, commander of fhe

Fwangtung Military Diatrict, folloved Chan'a.

Prior te the cultural revalution, (ao waa firat gaecreotary of
the old kvangtung party committee, and he almo nerved am a
secretary of the former Central-South Bursau headed bv purged
Ta Cn. (hao dirapprared from public viev in 1946 when Red
Guard attacka portraved him aa a loval lackey of Tan and
rharged him with miatakea {n rarrying out va toun rural wvork
programs.  lia rehabilitation came to public notice laat May
vhen he made a surpriae reappearance am one of the new
regional party sectetaries of Inner Mongolia.

Chao's move to Kwangtung occutred sometime after 15 January
vhen he made hin last public appearance in Inner Nongolia.
Apparently he wam in good atinding jumt before he left; the
Huhehot radio {dentiffed him an a wecretary on the provincial
party committee and reported tha. he had “made an important
speech” at a reglional meeting on agriculture,
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Chao'a reaaaignment to his former bhal liwlek appedru Lo he a
apinoflf of tecently Intenanlficd medla calln to provide wuitable
work for yeteran cadren an part of the fdeologiceal campafgn
againat Lin Plao and his followera, An unumually frank

SHENSE DATLY commentator's article on |G March, for oxample,
Hinked the nesd to make gredter ume of veleran cadres with

the campalgn to overcome the harm to party unity done by
“awindlera' who "apread the ultraleftiat trend of wtriking

at the cadren whenever pommihle and wmunpecting them when there
s no cauae an anm to attaln thelr unnpeakable criminal
ohjectives,"

SHENST DAILY claimed that am the rewult of "training by rotat{on"
and "transfera to atrengthen leadership"” the "great majority of
the former leading cadrem at all levels have been l{berated,
united, and muitably emploved," Critictzing the notion of
"'rather left than right'" on the question of cadree, the article
lashed out at those "swindlers" who "arbitrarily tampered with
and diastorted the five requirements put forward by Chairman Ma-
and formulated their own mo-called 'three criteria''--a rare
direct reference to Lin's 1967 "three criterta" for training,
selecting, and promoting cadres. The article faulted the
"'three criterta'" (which called for cadres to follow Mao,

keep In touch with the masses, and maintain revolutionary

vigor) for coniaining nothing "about the attitude of being
modest and prudent and the style of melf-criticism." The

cadre polic of theme "swindlera" wam "in fact a . . . policy

of appointing friends only and . . , wam determined by whether
nr not one was loyal to them."
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USSR INTERNAL AFFAIRS

CRACKDOWN ON YOUNG UKRAINIAN WRITERS MEETS RESISTANCE

Efforts by conservative leaders of the Ukrainian writers union to
tighten controls on young writers have provoked objections that
present~day youth are basically trustworthy though more critical
than their elders of the established order. Writers union first
deputy chairman Vasil Kozachenko and deputy chairman Yuriy
Zbanatskiy have argued that young writers are politically
immature and ideologically derelict and that admissions to the
writers union should be governed by strict ideological criteria.
Young writer Volodymyr Zabashtanskiy and former writers union
deputy chairman Leonid Nevichenko have protested against this
distrustful attitude toward young writers and warned against
highhanded treatment of them.

At a January meeting of the Kiev writers organization, Kiev
chairman Zbanatskiy criticized some writers union members for
being too indulgent toward young writers. He urged tightening
of admissions and more indoctrination and complained about the
"ideological indistinctness of certain works," citing as an
example the emphasis on "non-class categories of conmscience,
general good, evil, and 80 on" in the new poems by the young
writer Vitaliy Korotych (LITERATURNA UKRAINA, 8 February).

On 20-21 March the Ukrainian writers union board met to hear
Kozachenko report on work with young writers. In addition to
attacking young writers for concentrating on "abstract non-class
concepts," he complained that some authors "who have fully lost
the sense of social responsibility for their work and even a
feeling of Soviet patriotism, distribute in manuscript form

their ideologically immature or mistaken writings 1e,ected by
publications’ and that these sometimes are sent abroad and are
used by "enemies" (LITERATURNA UKRAINA, 21 March). Asserting

that "morally unstable and politically immature" young writers
have been admitted tc the union, he proposed that admissions

into the writers union be based on a writer's ideological attitude
and orthodox behavior. He asserted that young writers are

poorly indoctrinated and are sometimes influenced by writers "who
themselves can't find their way out of a paper bag" in their
writings. He also proposed the placement of each young writer
under the personal supervision of an older writer and the
assignment of older writers, instead of young editors, to edit the
works of new authors.
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On the eve of the plenum, however, LITERATURNA UKRAINA publ_ shed
an article by young writer Volodymyr Zabashtanskily appealing

for "a less sguperior attitude and less pedantic sermonizing in
work with youth." Warning against underrating the "cultural,
educational and political level of today's young literary
generation," he declared that "we must remember" that this
generation is markedly different from its predecessors. Today's
generation reacts with "special spiritual resistance . . . to
the sligntest manifestation of untruth in life, injustice or
dnjustified criticism in literature and art" and has "an
implacable attitude toward any hypocrisy" (LITERATURNA UKRAINA,
17 March).

Speaking at the plenum four days later, former writers union
deputy chairman Leonid Novichenko backed Zabashtanskiy's protest
and challenged Zbanatskiy's criticism of Korotych. (Korotych had
been dropped from the union leadership at the May 1971 congress
along with Novichenko.) Novichenko took exception to the Kiev
writers meeting's criticism of Korotych's emphasis on "conscience"
in his poems. He flatly rejected as "incorrect'" the notion that
"'conscience' is a 'supra-class' concept" (LITERATURNA UKRAINA,
24 March). Declaring that questions of consclenre are vital, he
remarked that Zabashtanskiy '"correctly wrote before the plemm"
that "modern youth are very sensitive toward injustice and
hypocrisy . . . ." Novichenko also ridiculed the notion that
older writers liac nothing to learn from younger writers and
praised R, Lubkivsiiy's plenum speech which had argued that old
and young could learn from each other.

Despite these objections, the plenum adopted the proposals on
tightening admissions, indoctrinating young writers, and

creating a separate editorial board for beginning writers in

the union's publishing house (LITERATURNA UKRAINA, 24 March).

A meeting of leaders of oblast writers organi.ations was convened
after the plenum to hear writers union secretary Ivan Soldatenko
discuss the implementation of these decisions and announce that
all oblast organizations and certain writers would have to make
reports to the union's presidium (LITERATURNA UKRAINA, 24 March).

The 4l-year old Soliatenko will probably play a key role in the
crackdown. A longtime Komsomol and agitprop official, he was
admitted to the writers union in June 1970 at a meeting chaired

by Zbanatskiy and was elected the union's organizational

secretary at the May 1971 writers union congress, obviously to

help veteran conservative leaders Kozachenko and Zbanatskiy establish
control over the union. A former rayon Komsomol secretary in Kiev
city, he rose to head of the Kiev city party committee's agitprop
section by early 1970, and as such presumably worked closely with
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AGRICULTURE MINISTRY SHIFTS HINT POSSIBLE REORGAN!ZATION

In recent weeks two of the nine deputy ministers have bosn tranafevisd
out of the USSR Ministry of Agriculture to other positions In the
agricultural complex. PRAVDA on 21 March announced firat deputy
minister I.P. Volovchenko's appointment as RSFSR Minlster of
Sovkhozes. TRUD on 31 March identified deputy minister (for
agricultural machinery) A.V. Kardapoltsev as deputy chairman

of the USSR Agricultural Equipment Association. He wce lust
identified as deputy minister in the 9 December 1971 RUPAL LIFE.

The shakeup is especially notworthy because the ministry'sx
leadership has undergone few changes since the 1965-66
post-Khrushchev reorganization, when V.V, Matekevich was

recalled from exile to head the minietry which regained many

of the powers lost under Khrushchev and acquired four new deputy
ministers (including Kardapoltsev) as well. Tle only high-level
changes since then have been deputy minister G.I. Vorobyev's
transfer to chairman of the Committee on Forestry in 1970 and the
addition of deputy ministevrs A,P, Chubarov and B.A. Runov in
1970-71.

Volovchenko was a Khrushchev protege, abruptly elevated from an
obscure post as sovkhoz director to USSR Agriculture Minister {n
March 1963 and demoted to first deputy minister soon after
Khrushchev's fall in order to make way for Matskevich's
reappointment as minister. Kardapoltsev, on the ofther hand,

was ousted as deputy RSFSR agriculture minister by Khrushchev in
1961 and exiled to the provinces, only to return to Moscow after
Khrushchev's fall when he became a deputy minister under Matskevich,
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SUPPLEMENTARY ARTICLE

NORTH VIETNAM CONCLUDES SERIES OF ANNUAL AID AGREEMENTS

The concluwion on 16 March of a DRV-Romanian economic aid agreement
for 1972 brought to a close a series of negotiations in Hanoi with
delegattons from Eost European countrles which had begun last
December. The dispatch of these delegations to the DRV to conclude
the annual cconomic accords is consistent with the pattern set last
fall, when the annual aid agreements with the PRC, USSR, and DPRK
were for the flrst time concluded in Hanoi rather than in the
capitals of the donor countries.®

There are three precedents for the signing of DRV-East European

ald agreements in Hanoi--Bulgsria and Romania sent delegations
there to conclude the 1971 agreements, and the Czechoslovaks signe:r.
an aid pact In Hanoi in 1966--but all other agreements with
“wecow's East European allies in recent years have been negotiated
and signed in the European capitals. The locations of the
negotiations for DRV ald agreements with Albania, Cuba, and
Mongolia have varied; however, in keeping with the new general
pattern, agreements for 1972 were signed in Tirana last November
and in Havana in December. Hanoi propaganda in January began
referring to the Mongolian accord for 1972, but available
propaganda has not indicated the circumstances of the negotiations.

The level of the East European delegations to Hanoi this winter
varied. Hungary and Bulgaria--like China, the Soviet Union, and
North Korea--sent official party-government delegations, which
wvere hosted by DRV Premier Pham Van Dong and received by First
Secretary Le Duan. Lower-ranking economic delegations from the
other countries were hosted by Vice Premier Le Thanh Nghi and
received by Dong but not by Le Duan.*¥* Degpite the presence of

*  The PRC, USSR, and DPRK agreements are discussed in the TRENDS

of 29 September 1971, pages 1-2; 14 October, pages 4-6; and

3 November, pages 13-14. A Chinese trade agreement and aid protocols
are discussed in the TRENDS of 8 December, pages 16-17, and
supplementary USSR and PRC aid agreements for 1972 in the TRENDS of

5 January, pages 14-15, and 26 January, pages 8-9, respectively.

** Le Duan as well as Pham Van Dong had received the Romanian and
Bulgarian economic delegations that negotiated the 1971 aid
agreements, however,
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high-level Hungzrian and Bulgarian delegations, all of the aid

agreements were signed at the vice nremier level, with Le Thanh

Nghi signing for the DRV side. Nghi has usually cuncluded the '
annual accords, but Vice Premier Nguyen Con signed some of the

pacts last year and various DRV leaders signed them in 1967.

In addition to the aid pacts, Hanol concluded ag-<ements with
the Czechoslovak and Romanian economic delegatious on the
establishment of joint commissions for economic, scientific,
and tecl.nical cooperation. Such commissions had been set up
with Moscow's other East European allies since 1969, and a
similar commission with the Soviet Union was mentioned in the

7 October 1971 joint communique on Podgornyy's visit to the DRV,
The commissions are presumably designed to ensure more efficient
utilization of aid. The Soviet Union as well as some of the
East European countries had previously participated with the
DRV in joint commissions on scientific and technical but not
economic matters,

Only the Czechoslovak and Romanian delegations were reported to
have stopped over in both Peking and Moscow. The Romanians
stayed in Peking from 11 to 13 March, met with Chou En-lail and
other Chinese officials, and were hosted at a banquet, while
NCNA merely reported that the Czechoslovak group was met at the
Peking airport by Vice Foreign Minister Chiao Yuin~hua. In
Moscow, both the Czechoslovak and Romaniani delegations were m.t
at the airport by Soviet vice premiers. The Polish delegation
stayed overnight in Moscow and met with a Soviet vice premier.
There were no reports of any such stopovers by the other groups.

EAST GERMANY The GDR Government economic delegation, led by

Vice Premier Gerhard Weiss, visited the DRV
from 3 to 11 December, and aid agreements were signed on the 9th.
As was the case last year, Hanoi's accounts of the agreements,
but not East Berlin's, specified that they included military
assistance. A trade accord and an agreement on assistance in
butlding a professional school were also concluded during the
visit,

In a 9 December account of the signing of the agreements and a
report o the communique on the visit on the 12th, Hanoi noted
that the accords covered the GDR's economic and military aid to
Vietnam for 1972 as well as other documents on economic and
technical cooperation. By contrast, ADN's reports on the signing
of the accords and on the communique, published in NEUES
DEUTSCHLAND on 1l and 13 December, omitted the explicit
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references to "military ald." NEUES DEUTSCHLAND did, however,
report the communique's more genaral statemant that the two
ides had dlscussed ald for strengthening of the DRV's national
.efense--a formulatlon that has appearcd in GDR media fu pawt
years,

As early 29 1968, a NHAN DAN article on the ald agreements
reported that the GDR was providing military aild, But it waw
not until last year that Hanol referred to military ald In ltu
reporting of the negotiations. Thus VNA stated that the 1971
aid agreements--gsigned in East Berlin on 22 Januury of that year
by Le Thanh Nghi--covered the GDR's "economic and military afd
to Vietnam f-: 1971" as well as "economic, scientific, and
technical cuaperation." ADN's report on the accords merely
referred to "material aid."

Available propaganda on the GDR delegation's stay in Hanoi in
December did not report the convening of a meeting of the joint
commission on economic, scientific, and technical cooperation.
But a 12 December ADN report on the delegation's return home
noted that it had gone to Hanoi "for negotiations and to attend
the third meeting" of the commission. The commission was
established and held its first meeting when aid agreements for
1970 were signed in October 1969. The second meeting was held
in January 1971 when the annual aid agreements were signed.

BULGARIA The Bulgarian-DRV aid agreements were signed at the

conclusion of a 21-27 December 'friendship visit"
of a Bulgarian party-government delegation led by Politburo
member and Premier Stanko Todorov. A separate Bulgarian trade
delegation led by a vice minister of foreign trade visited
Hanol at the same time. According to the jecint communique,
reported both in DRV media and by Sofia's RABOTNICHESKO DELO,
the agreements included a "protocol" on Bulgaria's ''mon-refund
military aid" for 1972, A Hanoi radio report on the 27th,
subsequently published in NHAN DAN, added that a 'report on the
first meeting of the Bulgaria-Vietnam commission for economic,
scientific, and technical cooperation' was also signed. The
radio report said that Vice Premiers Le Thanh Nghi and Mako
Dakov signed the first three agreements and that the trade
accord was signed by vice ministers of foreign trade.

The agreements for 1971 were also signed in Hanoi--on 6 November
1970 by a Bulgarian economic delegation headed by Pencho Kubadinski,
Politburo member, vice premier, and minister of construction and
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atrhiterture, DEV moedia anld thnas agteocmenteo rnvered e cviwmb:
and military ald for 1971, Jaong teym lrana and trade, and the
formation of the Joint commiaaton for ecovmio , ardent ifir , and
tochniral ronperation, Ralgarian pteae yepnrta nn the aipning

af the agrteementa For 1971 made noementdon of military acalatam e
aa had alao heen the raae inthe reporting »f the 1970 agvesuenta
Bulgarian media had referved 1o military aild on ame previme
occantona, however,

€71 CHOSLOVAF TA A Czorhoalovab Govermment ecoaniml  delcegat fon
headed hy Viie Premier Frant fack Hamons
vigited the DRV from 7 to 15 Tamnmary., VEA rveported on the T4tk
that "agreements en (gerhoslovakia'a economic and military aid
to Vietnam" for 1977 were aigned by Hamous and le Thanh Yghi
and on "gonda exchange and pavme-ta™ for 1977 hy viie minjetere
of foretgn trade,  In additinon, according to VEA, the tun ajdec
agreed to aet up a commiaaton on ecomomic , acfentifii, and
technical cooperation. The joint commumique on the viaift,
reported by bhoth Hanat and Prague moedia, alan noted that
agreements on "economic and military aid” and trade were aigned.
Fuither detailc on the agreementna wvere nffered by Hamowr, in -
Prague domentic mervice interview on A Fehruary after hie reoturn
home. While acknowledging that the agteements included “‘var
material,” he added that the main suppliea were to he machine
tools, textfle and we: dwirtking machinery, and ifrrigation pumpa.

Prague's referonvpu‘Pn military aid in the current agreoment
contrast with {ts usual silence an this aapect of aapjatance in
past years, although Crechonlovak as well aes DRV media referred
to mil{tary afd In 1966 when the annual accord wam signed in
Hanoi., Neither rRide ment{foned mtlitary amaiatance in 1947,
Since then Hanoi has regularly cited military aid in reporting
the agreements; Prague, by contraat, has with few exceptionn
referred only to "econemic and technical asaiatance,’
'POLAND The Pol{sh Govermment economic delegation, led by

Vice Premier Wincenty Krasko, visited the DRV from
2' to 28 January, signing aid agreements on the 27th. VNA
that day reported that Le Thanh Nghi and Krasko signed agteements
on "economic, scientific, and technological cooperation" and that
separate agreements on '"Poland's military aid to Vietnam in 1972"
and on "loans, goods exchange, and payments' for 1972 were sipned
by other oi‘ . 's. PAP's account of the signing, pubiished in
TRYBUNA LUDU on the 28th, made no mention of military assistance.
Presumably because of Polish rensitivities on this question, the
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ve tha SHIE aad eubasyus -tiy pubiiekad o ths proew- -yl yved
voguely to ths ajgring «f Ne sfrssusat a Tolowd e "¢ .ny aldsd
aid tn the WY Ths « casgnf yus Rlas wntsd |» gowmaghi toyds ks
delagativne’ semuinatfon of “rrmsvsis pyobisse” yointed vu aid,
fre Juding neefotance fry etyomgihoning (ke NEY "6 wat fonn) dafscse

Vareamu's velusrtance 1o call attentiom 1o the wfiftory sopss ol
the aid sgrosmsvie je in bosping vith poet grertics, o)t huwrgh
fn sms paat yoate Vire Frawisr Javrarswicy, Vhe uemaily eignsd
o wWehalf nf Poleand, wee guctad In Usvesw wadin sa mentjoning
at efgning rotemanise that the aid providee "dofomes halp” o
frs Judse militaty dsliverise T Only Banoi e arrmgnd of leat
venr'a agresasnt , eignad on 16 lammary 1071 by 1 Thank Sghi
wont fened that 1t rrvered wnilitary se wel] o0 sconamis oA ard
that o ecparete nilitary 8id eftotorr) ves signed .

Rath Hanni and Vatesv tepntted that thie yoor ‘o docogation
attended the esrnnd meeting of the Pnlieh-Vietnamess jnint
coompioatom for ecommic, eclontificr, and tecimical coopsration
The rommiaation vas eetashliahed ot the tims nf the signing nf the
aid sgroamente in 1969, Wit ite firet wssting wee nat topnt el
wntid laet vesr,

OPEAR Y The Hungat ian party-governsent delegation, hesdod hy

Polithuro weabetr and Prewisr Jono Poch, viaited the
DAV from 7 vo 9 Fehruary for an “offic 18l friemdship vieit .=~ On
the Rth, VEA tepotted ths aigning of “egteemente on Wungery e
non-tefund militaty aid to Vietnas, on lomg-tetw Joane withot
inteteal tn Vietnam, end on gonde enchange and paveente for 1977,
It alan repnrted that the msinutee of the escond confeten o of
the Vietnam-Wungaty commiseion for econmic, trchnical, and
ectentific conpetation wete signed by Le Tharh YNghi and Vice
Premier Lajoa Fehet; the Vietnsm-Hungsty commission had veen eet
up at the time of the aigning of lset yeat's agreements, in
Jansary 1971, and held ite firat meeting ot thet time,

VNA's deacription of the sgreements signed duting the Fock
delegation’s visit vas subatantinlly repeated in the joint
communique, teported by VEA on the 9th, end in Budspest
reports of the signing of the sgreements #~1 the joint
communique--published in NEPSIABADSAG on the 9th and 10th,
respectively.

In verious speeches end interviews, Hungerian spokesmen
elaborated to some extent on the nsture of Wungarisn eid.
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~ ths udaprset WA YLD WiNIAL, infoe Totay wmnutad thay Wraghvi
gro0a Tpvy vty trsaitaemt o gande yoguired by the PRV (.4
sohge o e defenes potant 0. 1rcaliing that Dhagers hae
boer guving welvtary 0 4 1o Vs IV Lo sight yoate amd, ejiree
the svt1saay . m of 1 ¢ oggreeatvm, 1. the vse¢ of the

iondor homsae peoploe s w8ll T Tadey ths jeteet SISO RY uith
Bani o, s en.d, Wyngary oil) dejjvey “wsapome twresneing the
sffs tyvansaa of ¢+, defonss, smnit jon, omnll stae,
oMMy @Y yeme, vty e, wedyoal, awmd cthey squipuert

He added that the PR koo "doetvaved quite o fow” I & piawse
vith dhe kaip o Tfyvc-comtyn] squypmant ard antinircyaf e
hettey . deiyrorad b we ”

Flaboratyng on scommyir aid tn the BACYVAR BIRIAP ,.tertvisw,
fohsr atrscecd Bumzugy e iwisntiome 1o halp voatnte the DAYV o
ver-denaged s cmomy Ha tornajled that in 1he past Wungary

tad asnt the TV “hesic watsrvale, eomifinieahed produrte,
coneaust and saduattin] goode, sod rapite] equipment by vivive
~f the jong-tere ‘tedit agreenswte ' Hs slen rited srmurise

f past ard futars Hungsrson sromomisr afd to the DIV,

Widapeat nsdya hove vofetved frequently to ilitery aid in
toient 1cate, Aithomgh they ate not hmown to hevse dons er In
1969 Teet veat e agtecnemt, eigned on 1) Tamuaty 1971 whor
e [hont Bgh; vjaited Ppdapeet, woe doo. ,hod hy VKA oo
inciuding Te onemic and wiirtery 0id.” intereet-free long-tern
Trana, e nmy- , acrentific and terhnical roapsration, snd
g e cv harnge The Hungerisn newve ageny did not provide
this dind f Jeteil, but wilitetv aid vae scknoviedged b
1aj s Fehet at the eigning ‘atemony vhen he promiesd "ol
toepnarthls wmilitary, ocomomic, and diplmatic asalatane. ™
POPRANY T A The Rmenian-DRV sgreements vete aigned on 16 Narch
duting the . <-17 Retch visit to the DRV of »
Rmanian Coavernsent econwic delegetion led by Vice Premior
(-he-tghe Radulescv. Botw Hanol and Buchsrest medie reported
that the agreements covered Romsnin’s “economic and wilitary
8id to Vietnam for 1972, goods exchange and paywents between
the 'wo countries ‘or 1972, end the esteblistment of o
commisst n for eccoomic, scient.f.(, snd technicel cooperation.”
The joint (. mmunique in-luded o similer description of the
agreements.
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et yeav e mecovda weve aigned oo 18 Bowemher 1870 during Vhe
vigfs o Bane§ of & Dwarnian Coworrmment £ ovomis delegation led
by Badulisas sy Rt ajdee anid thewe sgreamente rnveted

wons gafluywdabls wilitary VId andd gooda svshange anwl papwante

fay 1971 YUA nlen notod thet an sgvesaent nn Jogne oy 197
vee eigned, vhile o W havoat vepov ) veforyed wnro genstally

to gn Teronmic T agvoswment CQinse 187, heath aldoa have

s baoyledged that the sninl agrvecemente {nw lwilec wilifary se
well o0 oiommmic 8

A BMITA A DRY Comoyrment cronvils delegation lead by Vire
Mintatey of Foveign Trade Nghiow Ra P vi, e
Alhanin from *7 40 24 Yovemhsy arwl eigned agrecmonta on the
224 whirh Tirane Adcarrihed ne rrwering “gratuitma aid” tn the
DAV foy 197 and goivie sy -hangs and paysente; VEA'ae aimilar
Aserviptinn aperified “sronmic™ atd. The last anmal aid
sgtesnsnt with Altanis vaa aigned in Hanni in Ortoher 1970
by DOV Ynjater o the Promier‘'a Hfire Tran Wm Dur and the
Alhanian sabaseadnyr . Aornvding tn VEA, §t provided for
“nov-tefund srcnmic atd” for 1971, The head of a DRV econmir
dologation viaiting Tirenas had aigned an agrecment on sid i
Kovonher 1969, and the teapsrtive sebacendnre aigned In 1967
and 1960, 1o Thanh Yighi aigned the agteomente in Titana in 1964,

€ UIRA VEA teparted on 2 Janmary that “agreement on Cuba'e
oronmic ald to Vietnam for 1972" and “othet documenta

on guede evshange and paveente” wvere aigned an 10 Ner embher
in Navana by viaiting DRV Vire Ninjeter nf Foreign Trade Nguven
Chanh and the (uban fareign trade minjater. 1aet year's

/ agtecment on Cuba'a "non-refund economir atd to Vietnam and
a protorel on gonda exchange” for 1971 wae cigned In Hanoi on
20 Tarnary 1971 by the DRV Ninjater of Foreign Trade and a
vielting Cuhan vice minfater nf foreign trade. Similer
sgrsemonte had heen aigned alternately in Havana and Hanol In
nievime vesta,

MY TA On ) January VKA reported that P_litburo member and
Vire Premier Nguyen Duy Trinh received the Mongolian
ambasaador to thank the Nongolian Government for "the economic
aid granted to the DRV in 1972, and on the same day VNA reported
a NHAK DAN article thanking Mongolia for its "non-refund economic
atd to Vietnam in 1972." There is no available report of when,
vhete, or by whom the agreement vas signed. Similar reports of
Vietrnamese gratitude were the only reports available in January
1971, although the armistance then wvas described as also including
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“wilitary ald " Temds agisementa weie the anly s iy
aperifivally voported in 1969, 1960, amd 1967, hut in Tuly
T96R WHAK DAK alean prateecd o “letter on Hongnlin'a e anmis
and wilivary ald to Vietnaw vopnrtedly hrought fyom Prowier
Teedenhal hy o Hongolian friendahip delegat fon 1o Thanh

Haghi viaited Hongolia in 1966 and algned an agreement fny
“non relumwishle mater inl ald "
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